INITIATIVE PETITION
AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION

A Proposal to Amend the Constitution of the State of Michigan

ARTICLE 11

Sec. 1. Every citizen of the United States who has attained the age of 18 years, who has resided in this state six months, who is neither an illegal alien nor a legal
resident alien, and who meets the requirements of local residence provided by law, shall be an elector and qualified to vote in any election except as otherwise provided in
this constitution. The legislature shall define residence for voting purposes.

Sec. 4. The legislature shall enact laws to regulate the time, place and manner of all nominations and elections, except as otherwise provided in this constitution
or in the constitution and laws of the United States. The legislature shall enact laws to preserve the purity of elections, to preserve the secrecy of the ballot, to guard against
abuses of the elective franchise, including enactment of laws for the prevention and punishment of election and petition fraud, to require that post election audits of the vote
records and tabulations be conducted on a regular basis in order to insure the accuracy of the vote count and to require that the results of such audits be open to the public,
and to provide for a system of voter registration and absentee voting. An elector who timely requests an absent voter ballot shall receive such a ballot without giving a rea-
son. Any voting system or device used in the state shall produce durable paper records allowing verification that the vote was accurately recorded. No state or local gov-
ernment official having responsibility for administering or supervising an election shall endorse or give political support to any candidate or ballot question in that election.
No law shall be enacted which permits a candidate in any partisan primary or partisan election to have a ballot designation except when required for identification of can-
didates for the same office who have the same or similar surnames.

Sec. 7. A board of state canvassers of four members shall be established by law. No candidate for an office to be canvassed nor any inspector of elections shall
be eligible to serve as a member of a board of canvassers. A majority of any board of canvassers shall not be composed of members of the same political party.

There is hereby established an autonomous and nonpartisan agency within the executive branch of state government called the Michigan office of elections which
shall be directed by the director of elections. The director of elections and employees of the Michigan office of elections shall be members of the state classified civil serv-
ice and subject to the employment rules and regulations of the Michigan civil service commission. The director of elections shall be the state officer with supervisory author-
ity over state and local election officials and federal, state and local elections, and shall have responsibility for administering, implementing, interpreting and administrative
enforcement of the election laws of this state, including all laws related to the financing of election campaigns for or against candidates and ballot questions, election recounts,
the recall of elected public officials, and lobbying laws. The director of elections shall serve as the permanent secretary of the independent and nonpartisan commission on
legislative districting described in Article IV, Sections 4, 5 and 6 of this Constitution with the powers and duties described therein. Vacancies in the office of director of elec-
tions shall be filled by the Michigan Civil Service Commission, which shall have the exclusive authority to select and employ the director of elections based upon the employ-
ment criteria specified in Article XI, Section 5 of this Constitution. The Governor may initially implement this section by Executive Order. The powers and duties of the
Michigan office of elections and the director of elections, however, shall not, after an initial allocation be reallocable pursuant to Article V, Section 2 or by law. To enable
the director of elections to exercise his or her powers, the legislature shall appropriate, annually, sufficient funds for the establishment, staffing and operation of the Michigan
office of elections and director of elections.

Sec. 9. The people reserve to themselves the power to propose laws and to enact and reject laws, called the initiative, and the power to approve or reject laws
enacted by the legislature, called the referendum. The power of initiative extends only to laws which the legislature may enact under this constitution. The power of refer-
endum does not extend to acts making general appropriations for state institutions as defined in Article IV, Section 31 or to meet deficiencies in state funds and must be
invoked in the manner prescribed by law within 90 days following the final adjournment of the legislative session at which the law was enacted. To invoke the initiative or
referendum, petitions signed by a number of registered electors, not less than eight percent for initiative and five percent for referendum of the total vote cast for all candi-
dates for governor at the last preceding general election at which a governor was elected shall be required.

ARTICLE 1V

Sec. 2. The senate shall consist of 28 members to be elected for four-year terms on a staggered basis from contiguous single member districts created as pro-
vided in this article. Effective for the 2010 election, one-half of the senate candidates running for office shall be elected as provided in this article at the same election as
the governor for four-year terms concurrent with the term of office of the governor. Effective for the 2010 election only, one-half of the senate candidates running for office
shall be elected for a two-year term of office as provided in this article. Effective for the 2012 election and continuing thereafter, one-half of the senate candidates running
for office shall be elected as provided in this article at the same election as the President of the United States for four-year terms.

Sec. 3. The house of representatives shall consist of 82 members elected for two-year terms from contiguous single member districts created as provided in this
article.

Sec. 4. An independent non-partisan commission on legislative districting shall be established following the adoption of this section and following each federal
decennial census thereafter. The commission shall have sole and exclusive authority over and responsibility for legislative districting. The commission shall exist until its leg-
islative districting plans for that decade become law, except as otherwise set forth in this article.

The commission shall consist of nine electors, four of whom shall be selected by each of the two major political parties. No officers or employees of the federal,
state or local governments, except notaries public and members of the armed forces reserve, shall be eligible for membership on the commission. No registered lobbyist shall
be eligible for membership on the commission. Members of the commission shall not be eligible for election to the legislature or to serve as a registered lobbyist until ten
years after the districting in which they participated becomes law. The ninth commissioner shall be a person who is not a member of any political party, shall be elected by
a majority vote of at least six of the eight other members, and shall serve as chair of the commission. If, after four ballots, no candidate receives at least six votes, the direc-
tor of elections shall choose by lot between two candidates, one submitted by each major political party’s commissioners. Commission vacancies shall be filled in the same
manner as for original selection.

The commission may elect other officers by a majority vote of at least six of its nine members, shall make its own rules of procedure, shall keep a record of its
public proceedings, shall solicit plans from the public and shall hold public hearings on proposed plans before their adoption. The legislature shall appropriate sufficient funds
to enable the commission to carry out its activities.

Within 30 days after this section takes effect, and after the official total population count of each federal decennial census of the state and its political subdivi-
sions is available thereafter, the director of elections shall issue a call convening the commission not less than 30 nor more than 45 days thereafter. The commission shall
proceed to prepare a legislative districting plan for the senate and a legislative districting plan for the house of representatives according to the provisions of this article. The
commission shall complete its work within 180 days of convening.

Decisions adopting plans shall require a majority vote of at least six of the nine commission members at a public meeting. A plan so adopted shall be the final
legislative districting plan for that decade, except as otherwise provided in this article. If at least six of the nine members of the commission cannot timely agree on a plan,
the director of elections shall choose by lot between two plans, one plan from each major political party, that meet all the requirements of this article as determined by the
chair of the commission, and that have been submitted and exchanged at least 10 days prior thereto. A plan drawn by lot shall be the final legislative districting plan for that
decade, except as otherwise provided in this article.

The final legislative districting plans for the senate and for the house of representatives shall immediately become law. The director of elections shall be respon-
sible for the publication and distribution of the plans.

Sec. 5. A final legislative districting plan which becomes law shall remain in effect until another plan becomes law in accordance with this article after the next
federal decennial census. A plan shall not be subject to amendment, approval, rejection, or repeal by initiative, referendum, resolution or act of the legislative branch, action
of the executive branch or by any other procedure or person. A final legislative districting plan which becomes law shall be conclusive evidence that the plan complies with
the requirements of this article. It is the policy and preference of this state that only impartial unelected federal judges should decide any legal challenge to a final legisla-
tive districting plan, and accordingly, notwithstanding any other provision of this constitution, no state court shall have jurisdiction over any case or controversy relating to
the commission or to a final legislative districting plan. If a final legislative districting plan is found to violate federal law by a federal court or the United States Department
of Justice, the plan should be remanded to the commission which shall convene solely for the preparation of a revised plan consistent with federal law and this article.
Sections 4 through 6 of this Article IV shall be self-executing, and no action of the legislative, executive or judicial branches or any other state or local elected or appoint-
ed official shall limit or restrict the application of those sections. The provisions of Sections 4 through 6 are severable, and if any part of those sections or application of any
part of those sections to any person or circumstance is found to be invalid under federal law or the federal constitution by a federal court or federal agency, the validity shall
not affect the remaining portions or applications of those sections which shall remain in full force and effect.

Sec. 6. The people of the State of Michigan hereby find and declare that partisan gerrymandering of legislative districts in Michigan has led to non-competitive
and unfair elections, less accountability and more partisanship in government, and the corruption and conflicts of interest caused when elected officials create their own dis-
tricts; that Michigan has had and likely will continue to have a high level of partisan competition; that there must be reform of the districting process to halt partisan ger-
rymandering and the problems it causes; and that partisan fairness and competition, keeping communities together, equality of population and respect for minority repre-
sentation all must be found in legislative districting plans.

To achieve these goals, the independent non-partisan commission on legislative districting shall follow these rules in the stated order when preparing legislative
districting plans:

1. Each districting plan shall be created in accordance with the federal constitution and federal law, including but not limited to the federal Voting Rights Act or
any successor law.

2. Each district’s population shall be within +2.5% of the ideal district population for that legislative body.

3 It is the policy and preference of this state that the people of the State of Michigan are best-served by fair and competitive partisan legislative elections. To achieve

fair and competitive partisan legislative elections, legislative districts shall be created by the commission as follows:

a. To achieve partisan fairness, fourteen (14) senate districts and forty-one (41) house districts shall have a base party percentage for one major politi-
cal party of 50% or more, and fourteen (14) senate districts and forty-one (41) house districts shall have a base party percentage for the second major
political party of 50% or more. A district with a 50% base party percentage for each major political party shall count as 1 district meeting this require-
ment, not 2. Except as stated below, the legislative districts established pursuant to this paragraph shall be defined as “Competitive Districts.”

b. To achieve competitive elections, at least four (4) senate districts and nine (9) house districts established as set forth above, shall have a base party
percentage for one major political party of between 50% and 53%, and at least four (4) senate districts and nine (9) house districts shall have a base
party percentage for the second major political party of between 50% and 53%. For each district in a legislative body with a base party percentage
for one major political party between 50% and 53%, there shall be a district in that same legislative body with exactly the same base party percent-
age for the second major political party. A district with a 50% base party percentage for each major political party shall count as 1 district meeting



this requirement, not 2. The legislative districts established pursuant to this paragraph
shall be defined as “Swing Districts.”

4. It is the policy and preference of this state that communities should be kept together. In preparing leg-
islative districting plans which adhere to rules 1, 2 and 3 the commission should preserve communi-
ties and create compact districts to the extent possible.

5. The commission shall number each legislative district in a regular series, beginning with district 1 in
the southeast corner of the state and ending with the highest numbered district in the northwest cor-
ner of the state. For purposes of establishing staggered terms within the senate, the commission shall
next assign one-half of the senate districts to be elected for two-year terms for the 2010 election only.

6. The commission shall next assign exactly one-half of the “Swing Districts” for the senate to be elect-
ed at the same election as the governor. For the 2010 election only, the commission shall next desig-
nate one-half of the swing districts as those districts to be assigned two year terms as provided in Rule
5, above. Thereafter, the commission shall next assign one-half of the swing districts for the senate to
be elected at the same election as the President of the United States for four-year terms.

7 To maintain the terms of office for senators elected at the same election as the President of the United
States, the commission shall assign each senator so elected to a legislative district which has territori-
al boundaries which most closely resemble the legislative district to which the senator was elected
after legislative districts are created pursuant to this article after each federal decennial census, to
serve out the remainder of his or her four-year term.

In creating legislative districts, the commission shall use only those rules set forth in this article. The commission
shall not consider or use, among other rules, factors or criteria, incumbency or the residence of a candidate or
officeholder except to the extent required by the federal constitution and federal law, including the Voting Rights
Act or any successor law.

As used in this article these terms are defined as follows:

1. “Major political party” shall mean each of the two (2) political parties whose candidates for the office
of governor received the highest vote at the last general election in which a governor was elected. If a candidate
for governor of a third political party has received at such election 20% or more of such gubernatorial vote, the
commission shall consist of thirteen electors with the 4 additional commissioners selected by the third political
party. If the commission consists of thirteen electors all voting requirements stated in Section 4 shall be increased
by 4.

2. The “base party percentage” of a legislative district is the unweighted average of the base party per-
centage for the district in each of the three (3) general elections preceding the convening of the commission. The
“base party percentage” in each election is calculated as the sum of the votes for a major political party’s eight
(8) candidates for the four (4) statewide education boards divided by the sum of the votes for the two major polit-
ical parties’ sixteen (16) candidates for the four (4) statewide education boards. “Base party percentage” shall be
calculated to the nearest one percent. The four (4) statewide education boards are the state board of education,
and the governing boards of Michigan State University, University of Michigan and Wayne State University.

3. “Contiguous” means that all areas of a district shall be accessible to all other areas of the district
through areas which are part of the district. Areas that meet only at the points of adjoining corners are not con-
tiguous. Island areas are considered to be contiguous to the county of which they are a part. The upper peninsu-
la is considered to be contiguous to the lower peninsula via the Mackinac Bridge. In counties having more than
one legislative district, the territory in the same county annexed to or merged with a city between districtings shall
become a part of the contiguous legislative district in the city with which it is combined. No such change in the
boundaries of a legislative district shall have the effect of removing a legislator from office during his or her term.

Sec. 7. Each senator and representative must be a citizen of the United States, at least 21 years of age,
and, except as otherwise provided in this section, an elector of the district he or she represents. The removal of his
or her domicile from the district shall be deemed a vacation of the office, except that where such removal results
from legislative districting it shall not be so deemed for the remainder of the term of office during which the leg-
islative districting occurs. No person who has been convicted of subversion or who has within the preceding 20 years
been convicted of a felony involving a breach of public trust shall be eligible for either house of the legislature.

Sec. 10. No member of the legislature nor any state officer shall be interested directly or indirectly in
any contract with the state or any political subdivision thereof which shall cause a substantial conflict of interest.
For two years after leaving office, no member of the legislature shall be compensated for communicating direct-
ly with members of the legislature, officers, or employees of the State of Michigan on someone else’s behalf
(except the State of Michigan or the United States of America) in order to influence their official activities. Within
thirty (30) days of becoming a candidate for the legislature or taking the oath of office and annually thereafter no
later than May 1 of each year, each candidate or member shall file a report disclosing sources and amounts of
outside, earned income exceeding $250, the source of a spouse’s income over $1,000, the amount and type of
assets held individually or jointly for investment or the production of income that were worth at least $1,000 at
the end of the previous calendar year, and the identity and value of each individual or joint liability exceeding
$1,000 owed during the preceding calendar year. The legislature shall further implement this section by appro-
priate legislation.

Sec. 12. The state officers compensation commission is created which subject to this section shall
determine the salaries and expense allowances of the members of the legislature, the governor, the lieutenant gov-
ernor, the attorney general, the secretary of state, and the justices of the supreme court. The commission shall
consist of 7 members appointed by the governor whose qualifications may be determined by law. Effective
January 1, 2009, and notwithstanding other requirements set forth in this section, base salaries for members of
the legislature, the governor, the lieutenant governor, the attorney general and the secretary of state shall be those
amounts effective on December 31, 2000. Subject to the legislature’s ability to amend the commission’s determi-
nations as provided in this section, starting on December 1, 2010, the commission shall determine the salaries and
expense allowances of the members of the legislature, the governor, the lieutenant governor, the attorney gener-
al, the secretary of state, and the justices of the supreme court, which determinations shall be the salaries and
expense allowances only if the legislature by concurrent resolution adopted by a majority of the members elect-
ed to and serving in each house of the legislature approve them. The senate and house of representatives shall
alternate on which house of the legislature shall originate the concurrent resolution, with the senate originating
the first concurrent resolution.

The concurrent resolution may amend the salary and expense determinations of the state officers com-
pensation commission to reduce the salary and expense determinations by the same proportion for members of
the legislature, the governor, the lieutenant governor, the attorney general, the secretary of state, and the justices
of the supreme court. The legislature shall not amend the salary and expense determinations to reduce them to
below the salary and expense level that members of the legislature, the governor, the lieutenant governor, the
attorney general, the secretary of state, and the justices of the supreme court receive on the date the salary and
expense determinations are made. If the salary and expense determinations are approved or amended as provid-
ed in this section, the salary and expense determinations shall become effective for the legislative session imme-
diately following the next general election. The commission shall meet each 2 years for no more than 15 session
days. The legislature shall implement this section by law.

Sec. 17. Each house of the legislature may establish the committees necessary for the efficient conduct
of its business and the legislature may create joint committees. On all actions on bills and resolutions in each
committee, names and votes of members shall be recorded. Such vote shall be available for public inspection.
Notice of all committee hearings and a clear statement of all subjects to be considered at each hearing shall be
published in the journal in advance of the hearing. Only those bills or resolutions specifically listed in the notice
of a committee hearing by number or letter may be voted on at that committee hearing.

Sec. 52. The conservation and development of the natural resources of the state are hereby declared
to be of paramount public concern in the interest of the health, safety and general welfare of the people. The leg-
islature shall provide for the protection of the air, water and other natural resources of the state from pollution,
impairment and destruction. The legislature may provide that citizens of this state shall have standing to bring
suit in a court of this state to insure such protection and to seek both preliminary and permanent injunctive relief
and other remedies to abate the pollution, impairment and destruction of the state’s air, water and other natural
resources.

Sec. 55. For any person who first becomes a legislator on or after January 1, 2009, the pension or
retiree health benefit earned based on such service as a legislator shall not exceed the highest benefit payable to
a retired employee in the classified civil service.

Sec. 56. The financial records of the legislature shall be open for public inspection. Upon a written
request which sufficiently describes the financial record requested, a citizen of this state has a right to inspect,
copy, or receive copies of that financial record during normal business hours.

As used in this section, “financial record” means a budget, contract, purchase order, expenditure
authorization, voucher, check, warrant, lease, audit report, ballot sheet, travel voucher, or allotment account. The

following information is exempt from disclosure under this section: (1) Information of a personal nature of which
public disclosure would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of an individual’s privacy; (2) records and infor-
mation specifically described and exempted from disclosure under statute or subject to privilege; (3) a bid or pro-
posal by a person to enter into a contract or agreement, until the time for the public opening of bids and propos-
als, or if a public opening is not to be conducted, until the time for the receipt of bids or proposals has expired;
(4) commercial or financial information or trade secrets voluntarily provided to the legislature; (5) communica-
tions, notes, and electronic data within the legislature or between the legislature and other public bodies of an
advisory nature; and (6) Internet — use records. As used in this section “Information of a personal nature”
includes but is not limited to an employee’s social security account number, financial institution record, electron-
ic transfer fund number, deferred compensation, savings bonds, federal and state tax forms, and any court-
enforced judgments, an employee’s health care benefit selection, telephone bill detail including the telephone
number and name of individual called, and unemployment compensation and workers’ disability compensation
records.

The legislature may charge reasonable fees for inspection or copying of the financial records, which
shall be limited to actual mailing costs and to the actual incremental cost of duplication or publication including
labor and the cost of the search, examination, review and the deletion of exempt information.

ARTICLE V

Sec. 2. All executive and administrative offices, agencies and instrumentalities of the executive
branch of state government and their respective functions, powers and duties, except for the office of governor
and lieutenant governor and the governing bodies of institutions of higher education provided for in this consti-
tution, shall be allocated by law among and within not more than 18 principal departments. They shall be grouped
as far as practicable according to major purposes.

Subsequent to the initial allocation, the governor may make changes in the organization of the execu-
tive branch or in the assignment of functions among its units which he considers necessary for efficient adminis-
tration. Where these changes require the force of law, they shall be set forth in executive orders and submitted to
the legislature. Thereafter the legislature shall have 60 calendar days of a regular session, or a full regular session
if of shorter duration, to disapprove each executive order. Unless disapproved in both houses by a resolution con-
curred in by a majority of the members elected to and serving in each house, each order shall become effective at
a date thereafter to be designated by the governor.

Sec. 3. The head of each principal department shall be a single executive unless otherwise provided
in this constitution or by law. The single executives heading principal departments shall include a secretary of
state, a state treasurer and an attorney general. When a single executive is the head of a principal department,
unless elected or appointed as otherwise provided in this constitution, he shall be appointed by the governor by
and with the advice and consent of the senate and he shall serve at the pleasure of the governor. For two years
after leaving such elected or appointed office, no department executive shall be compensated for communicating
directly with members of the legislature, officers, or employees of the State of Michigan on someone else’s behalf
(except the State of Michigan or United States) in order to influence their official activities, or enter into any enter-
prise that was regulated by the department in which the executive served. The legislature shall implement this
section by law.

When a board of commission is at the head of a principal department, unless elected or appointed as
otherwise provided in this constitution, the members thereof shall be appointed by the governor by and with the
advice and consent of the senate. The term of office and procedure for removal of such members shall be as pre-
scribed in this constitution or by law.

When a board or commission is at the head of a principal department, unless elected or appointed as
otherwise provided in this constitution, the members thereof shall be appointed by the governor by and with the
advice and consent of the senate. The term of office and procedure for removal of such members shall be as pre-
scribed in this constitution or by law.

On and after July 1, 2009, with the exception of boards or commissions specifically named and creat-
ed in this constitution and bodies corporate governing educational institutions, the total number of state boards
and commissions at any time, including those heading a principal department, shall not exceed two hundred.

Terms of office of any board or commission created or enlarged after the effective date of this consti-
tution shall not exceed four years except as otherwise authorized in this constitution. The terms of office of exist-
ing boards and commissions which are longer than four years shall not be further extended except as provided in
this constitution.

Sec. 21. The governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state and attorney general shall be elected for
four-year terms at the general election in each alternate even-numbered year. Within thirty (30) days of becom-
ing a candidate for state elective office in the executive branch, or taking the oath of office for a statewide elect-
ed office in the executive branch and annually, thereafter, no later than May 1 of each year, each candidate or
executive officer shall file a report disclosing sources and amounts of outside, earned income in the same man-
ner and under the same conditions as required of candidates or members of the legislature as provided in Article
IV, Section 10 of this constitution. The legislature shall implement this section by law.

Sec. 31. For any person who first becomes governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state or attor-
ney general on or after January 1, 2009, the pension or retiree health benefit earned based on service in that office
shall not exceed the highest benefit payable to a retired employee in the classified civil service.

ARTICLE VI

Sec. 2. The supreme court shall consist of five justices elected at non-partisan elections as provided
by law. The term of office shall be eight years and not more than two terms of office shall expire at the same time.
Nominations for justices of the supreme court shall be in the manner prescribed by law. Any incumbent justice
whose term is to expire may become a candidate for re-election by filing an affidavit of candidacy, in the form
and manner prescribed by law, not less than 180 days prior to the expiration of his term.

Sec. 3. One justice of the supreme court shall be selected by the court as its chief justice as provided
by rules of the court. He shall perform duties required by the court. The supreme court shall appoint an admin-
istrator of the courts and other assistants of the supreme court as may be necessary to aid in the administration
of the courts of this state. The administrator shall perform administrative duties assigned by the court. The
supreme court shall issue rules providing that documents and records relating to administration of all courts shall
be made public and open to inspection.

Sec. 8. The court of appeals shall consist of twenty one judges who shall be nominated and elected at
non-partisan elections from three (3) districts drawn on county lines and as nearly as possible of equal population,
as provided by law. The supreme court may prescribe by rule that the court of appeals sit in divisions and for the
terms of court and the times and places thereof. Each such division shall consist of not fewer than three judges.

Sec. 11. The state shall be divided into judicial circuits along county lines in each of which there shall
be elected one or more circuit judges as provided by law. Sessions of the circuit court shall be held at least four
times in each year in every county organized for judicial purposes. Each circuit judge shall hold court in the coun-
ty or counties within the circuit in which he is elected, and in other circuits as may be provided by rules of the
supreme court. The number of judges may be changed and circuits may be created, altered and discontinued by
law and the number of judges shall be changed and circuits shall be created, altered and discontinued on rec-
ommendation of the supreme court to reflect changes in judicial activity. By no later than January 1, 2010, the leg-
islature shall add ten circuit court judgeships to the number of judgeships in effect on November 4, 2008, to be
allocated to circuits in the manner set forth in this section. Except as otherwise provided in this constitution, no
change in the number of judges or alteration or discontinuance of a circuit shall have the effect of removing a
judge from office during his term.

Sec. 18. Except as stated in this section, salaries of justices of the supreme court, of the judges of the
court of appeals, of the circuit judges within a circuit, and of the probate judges within a county or district, shall
be uniform, and may be increased but shall not be decreased during a term of office except and only to the extent
of a general salary reduction in all other branches of government or as provided for in Article IV. For any per-
son who first becomes a justice or judge on or after January 1, 2009, the pension or retiree health benefit earned
based on such service as a justice or judge shall not exceed the highest benefit amount payable to a retired
employee in the classified civil service.

Each of the judges of the circuit court shall receive an annual salary as provided by law. In addition to
the salary received from the state, each circuit judge may receive from any county in which he regularly holds court
an additional salary as determined from time to time by the board of supervisors of the county. In any county where
an additional salary is granted, it shall be paid at the same rate to all circuit judges regularly holding court therein.



Notwithstanding the foregoing, effective January 1, 2009, the salaries of supreme court justices, judges of the court of appeals, circuit judges, probate judges and
district court judges received from the state of Michigan, shall be reduced by fifteen per cent, and may be adjusted thereafter in the manner provided in this constitution.

Sec.19. (1) The supreme court, the court of appeals, the circuit court, the probate court and other courts designated as such by the legislature shall be courts of
record and each shall have a common seal. Justices and judges of courts of record must be persons who are licensed to practice law in this state.

(2) To be qualified to serve as a judge of a trial court, a judge of the court of appeals, or a justice of the supreme court, a person shall have been admitted to the
practice of law for at least 5 years. This subsection shall not apply to any judge or justice appointed or elected to judicial office prior to the date on which this subsection
becomes part of the constitution.

(3) No person shall be elected or appointed to a judicial office after reaching the age of 70 years.

(4) Jury lists shall, to the extent practicable, be representative of the population of the jurisdiction from which they are drawn. The legislature shall implement
this provision by appropriate legislation.

Sec. 30. (1) The judicial tenure commission shall be replaced with a judicial performance commission consisting of nine persons selected for three-year terms as
follows: (a) five citizens of the state who are not lawyers or active or retired members of the judiciary, one of whom shall be appointed by the governor, one of whom shall be
appointed by the speaker of the house, one of whom shall be appointed by the house minority leader, one of whom shall be appointed by the senate majority leader, and one
of whom shall be appointed by the senate minority leader; (b) two lawyers appointed by the governor; and (c) one court of appeals judge and one circuit court judge, appoint-
ed by the supreme court. No member of the commission shall serve more than a total of nine years. In order to create staggered terms, the following initial appointments
shall be for a two year term, which may be followed by one or more full terms: the initial citizen members appointed by the house minority leader and the senate minority
leader; one of the lawyer members appointed by the governor; and the circuit court judge appointed by the supreme court. Vacancies shall be filled by the appointing power.
To the extent possible the commission’s membership shall be representative of the state’s population. The commission’s budget shall be set separately from any court or agency.

(2) The judicial performance commission may censure, suspend with or without salary, retire or remove a justice or judge for conviction of a felony, physical or
mental disability which prevents the performance of judicial duties, misconduct in office, persistent failure to perform his or her duties, habitual intemperance or conduct
that is clearly prejudicial to the administration of justice. The commission shall make rules for the filing of complaints and the conduct of proceedings. The commission’s
formal proceedings and papers shall be open to the public. A judge affected by a decision or order of the commission may petition for review in the supreme court. A
supreme court justice affected by a decision or order of the commission may petition for review by a panel of five court of appeals judges selected by lot. The reviewing body
may reverse, affirm or modify the commission’s decision, based on the record of the commission’s proceedings. Except as otherwise provided for in this constitution, the
decision on review shall be final.

Sec.31. (1) Justices and judges and candidates for those positions shall comply with the financial disclosure requirements applicable to legislators under Section
10 of Article IV.

(2) The supreme court shall issue rules of uniform application to all justices and judges to guarantee the fair and impartial administration of justice. In addi-
tion to any other provisions, the rules shall require the disqualification of a justice or judge from hearing a case when he or she: has a personal bias or prejudice concerning
a party; has personal knowledge of disputed evidentiary facts in the proceeding; has been consulted or employed as an attorney in the matter in controversy; has a con-
nection, either by affinity or consanguinity within such degree as may be prescribed by the rules, with a party, a lawyer or a likely material witness in the proceeding; or
where the judge or his or her spouse or minor child residing in his or her household has a financial interest in the subject matter in controversy or in a party to the pro-
ceeding or has any other interest that could be substantially affected by the outcome of the proceeding.

SCHEDULE AND TEMPORARY PROVISIONS

To insure the orderly implementation of the 2008 amendments to the constitution of 1963, as amended, the following schedule and temporary provisions are set
forth to be effective for such period as are thereby required.

Sec. 1. The attorney general may recommend to the legislature as soon as practicable such changes as may be necessary to adapt existing laws to this constitu-
tion. All writs, actions, suits, proceedings, civil or criminal liabilities, prosecutions, judgments, sentences, orders, decrees, appeals, causes of action, contracts, claims, demands,
titles and rights existing on the effective date of this constitution shall continue unaffected except as modified in accordance with the provisions of this constitution.

Sec. 2. Except as otherwise provided in this constitution all officers filling any office by election or appointment shall continue to exercise their powers and duties
until their offices shall have been abolished or their successors selected and qualified in accordance with this constitution or the laws enacted pursuant thereto.

Except as otherwise set forth below in Sections 3 and 4 or as otherwise provided for in this constitution, as amended, no provision of this constitution, or of law
or of executive order authorized by this constitution shall shorten the term of any person elected to state office at a statewide election on or prior to the date on which the
amendments to the constitution of 1963 are submitted to a vote. In the event the duties of any such officers shall not have been abolished or incorporated into one or more
of the principal departments at the expiration of his term, such officer shall continue to serve until his duties are so incorporated or abolished.

Sec. 3. Reduction in the number of supreme court justices from 7 to 5, as specified in Article VI, Section 2, as amended, shall be implemented on December 20,
2008, by eliminating the 2 justices with the shortest tenure on the supreme court, as determined by the justices’” dates of investiture. The governor shall implement this reduc-
tion by giving appropriate notice to the 2 affected justices.

Sec. 4. The reduction in number of court of appeals judges to 21 as specified in Article VI, Section 8, as amended, shall be implemented on December 20, 2008,
by eliminating the 7 judgeships with terms expiring on January 1, 2011. The supreme court may effectuate such temporary transfers of judges as it deems necessary until
new court of appeals districts are created and the number of judges assigned to them is determined.

Sec. 5. The reduction of departments, boards or commissions established by law or by executive order pursuant to Sections 2 and 3 of Article V of the constitu-
tion of 1963, as amended, shall be completed no later than April 1, 2009 by executive order. The person holding the position of director of elections as described in the
Michigan election law on January 1, 2008, shall be offered the position of director of elections as provided for in Article II, Section 11, and if he accepts such appointment
shall continue as director of elections until such time as he shall vacate that position. The establishment of the judicial performance commission and the transfer of all pow-
ers and duties to this commission, as provided for in Article VI, Section 30, as amended, shall be completed no later than April 1, 2009.

Sec. 6. Contractual obligations of the state incurred pursuant to the constitution of 1963, as amended, shall continue to be obligations of the state.
For the retirement of notes and bonds issued under Section 26 of Article X of the 1908 constitution, there is hereby appropriated from the general fund each year
during their life a sum equal to the amount of principal and interest payments due and payable in each year.

Sec. 7. The legislature by a vote of two-thirds of the members elected to and serving in each house may provide that the state may borrow money and may pledge
its full faith and credit for refunding any bonds issued by the Mackinac Bridge Authority and at the time of refunding the Mackinac Bridge Authority shall be abolished and
the operation of the bridge shall be assumed by the state highway department. The legislature may implement this section by law.

Provisions of existing constitution altered or abrogated by proposal, if adopted:

ARTICLE 11

Sec. 1. Every citizen of the United States who has attained the age of 21 years, who has resided in this state six months, and who meets the requirements of local
residence provided by law, shall be an elector and qualified to vote in any election except as otherwise provided in this constitution. The legislature shall define residence
for voting purposes.

Sec. 2. The legislature may by law exclude persons from voting because of mental incompetence or commitment to a jail or penal institution.

Sec. 3. For purposes of voting in the election for president and vice-president of the United States only, the legislature may by law establish lesser residence require-
ments for citizens who have resided in this state for less than six months and may waive residence requirements for former citizens of this state who have removed herefrom.
The legislature shall not permit voting by any person who meets the voting residence requirements of the state to which he has removed.

Sec. 4. The legislature shall enact laws to regulate the time, place and manner of all nominations and elections, except as otherwise provided in this constitution
or in the constitution and laws of the United States. The legislature shall enact laws to preserve the purity of elections, to preserve the secrecy of the ballot, to guard against
abuses of the elective franchise, and to provide for a system of voter registration and absentee voting. No law shall be enacted which permits a candidate in any partisan pri-
mary or partisan election to have a ballot designation except when required for identification of candidates for the same office who have the same or similar surnames.

Sec. 5. Except for special elections to fill vacancies, or as otherwise provided in this constitution, all elections for national, state, county and township offices
shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in each even-numbered year or on such other date as members of the congress of the United States
are regularly elected.

Sec. 6. Whenever any question is required to be submitted by a political subdivision to the electors for the increase of the ad valorem tax rate limitation imposed
by Section 6 of Article IX for a period of more than five years, or for the issue of bonds, only electors in, and who have property assessed for any ad valorem taxes in, any
part of the district or territory to be affected by the result of such election or electors who are the lawful husbands or wives of such persons shall be entitled to vote there-
on. All electors in the district or territory affected may vote on all other questions.

Sec. 7. A board of state canvassers of four members shall be established by law. No candidate for an office to be canvassed nor any inspector of elections shall
be eligible to serve as a member of a board of canvassers. A majority of any board of canvassers shall not be composed of members of the same political party.

Sec. 8. Laws shall be enacted to provide for the recall of all elective officers except judges of courts of record upon petition of electors equal in number to 25
percent of the number of persons voting in the last preceding election for the office of governor in the electoral district of the officer sought to be recalled. The sufficiency
of any statement of reasons or grounds procedurally required shall be a political rather than a judicial question.

Sec. 9. The people reserve to themselves the power to propose laws and to enact and reject laws, called the initiative, and the power to approve or reject laws
enacted by the legislature, called the referendum. The power of initiative extends only to laws which the legislature may enact under this constitution. The power of referen-
dum does not extend to acts making appropriations for state institutions or to meet deficiencies in state funds and must be invoked in the manner prescribed by law within
90 days following the final adjournment of the legislative session at which the law was enacted. To invoke the initiative or referendum, petitions signed by a number of
registered electors, not less than eight percent for initiative and five percent for referendum of the total vote cast for all candidates for governor at the last preceding gener-
al election at which a governor was elected shall be required.

No law as to which the power of referendum properly has been invoked shall be effective thereafter unless approved by a majority of the electors voting thereon
at the next general election.

Any law proposed by initiative petition shall be either enacted or rejected by the legislature without change or amendment within 40 session days from the time



such petition is received by the legislature. If any law proposed by such petition shall be enacted by the legisla-
ture it shall be subject to referendum, as hereinafter provided.

If the law so proposed is not enacted by the legislature within the 40 days, the state officer authorized
by law shall submit such proposed law to the people for approval or rejection at the next general election. The
legislature may reject any measure so proposed by initiative petition and propose a different measure upon the
same subject by a yea and nay vote upon separate roll calls, and in such event both measures shall be submitted
by such state officer to the electors for approval or rejection at the next general election.

Any law submitted to the people by either initiative or referendum petition and approved by a major-
ity of the votes cast thereon at any election shall take effect 10 days after the date of the official declaration of the
vote. No law initiated or adopted by the people shall be subject to the veto power of the governor, and no law
adopted by the people at the polls under the initiative provisions of this section shall be amended or repealed,
except by a vote of the electors unless otherwise provided in the initiative measure or by three-fourths of the mem-
bers elected to and serving in each house of the legislature. Laws approved by the people under the referendum
provision of this section may be amended by the legislature at any subsequent session thereof. If two or more
measures approved by the electors at the same election conflict, that receiving the highest affirmative vote shall
prevail.

The legislature shall implement the provisions of this section.

Sec. 10. No person shall be elected to office as representative in the United States House of
Representatives more than three times during any twelve year period. No person shall be elected to office as sena-
tor in the United States Senate more than two times during any twenty-four year period. Any person appointed or
elected to fill a vacancy in the United States House of Representatives or the United States Senate for a period
greater than one half of a term of such office, shall be considered to have been elected to serve one time in that office
for purposes of this section. This limitation on the number of times a person shall be elected to office shall apply to
terms of office beginning on or after January 1, 1993.

The people of Michigan hereby state their support for the aforementioned term limits for members of
the United States House of Representatives and United States Senate and instruct their public officials to use their
best efforts to attain such a limit nationwide.

The people of Michigan declare that the provisions of this section shall be deemed severable from the
remainder of this amendment and that their intention is that federal officials elected from Michigan will contin-
ue voluntarily to observe the wishes of the people as stated in this section, in the event any provision of this sec-
tion is held invalid.

This section shall be self-executing. Legislation may be enacted to facilitate operation of this section,
but no law shall limit or restrict the application of this section. If any part of this section is held to be invalid or
unconstitutional, the remaining parts of this section shall not be affected but will remain in full force and effect.

ARTICLE IV

Sec. 1. The legislative power of the State of Michigan is vested in a senate and a house of represen-
tatives.

Sec. 2. The senate shall consist of 38 members to be elected from single member districts at the same
election as the governor for four-year terms concurrent with the term of office of the governor.

In districting the state for the purpose of electing senators after the official publication of the total pop-
ulation count of each federal decennial census, each county shall be assigned apportionment factors equal to the
sum of its percentage of the state’s population as shown by the last regular federal decennial census computed to
the nearest one-one hundredth of one percent multiplied by four and its percentage of the state’s land area com-
puted to the nearest one-one hundredth of one percent.

In arranging the state into senatorial districts, the apportionment commission shall be governed by the
following rules:

(1) Counties with 13 or more apportionment factors shall be entitled as a class to senators in the pro-
portion that the total apportionment factors of such counties bear to the total apportionment factors of the state
computed to the nearest whole number. After each such county has been allocated one senator, the remaining sen-
ators to which this class of counties is entitled shall be distributed among such counties by the method of equal
proportions applied to the apportionment factors.

(2) Counties having less than 13 apportionment factors shall be entitled as a class to senators in the
proportion that the total apportionment factors of such counties bear to the total apportionment factors of the state
computed to the nearest whole number. Such counties shall thereafter be arranged into senatorial districts that are
compact, convenient, and contiguous by land, as rectangular in shape as possible, and having as nearly as possible
13 apportionment factors, but in no event less than 10 or more than 16. Insofar as possible, existing senatorial dis-
tricts at the time of reapportionment shall not be altered unless there is a failure to comply with the above stan-
dards.

(3) Counties entitled to two or more senators shall be divided into single member districts. The pop-
ulation of such districts shall be as nearly equal as possible but shall not be less than 75 percent nor more than
125 percent of a number determined by dividing the population of the county by the number of senators to which
it is entitled. Each such district shall follow incorporated city or township boundary lines to the extent possible
and shall be compact, contiguous, and as nearly uniform in shape as possible.

Sec. 3. The house of representatives shall consist of 110 members elected for two-year terms from sin-
gle member districts apportioned on a basis of population as provided in this article. The districts shall consist of
compact and convenient territory contiguous by land.

Each county which has a population of not less than seven-tenths of one percent of the population of
the state shall constitute a separate representative area. Each county having less than seven-tenths of one percent
of the population of the state shall be combined with another county or counties to form a representative area of
not less than seven-tenths of one percent of the population of the state. Any county which is isolated under the
initial allocation as provided in this section shall be joined with that contiguous representative area having the
smallest percentage of the state’s population. Each such representative area shall be entitled initially to one rep-
resentative.

After the assignment of one representative to each of the representative areas, the remaining house
seats shall be apportioned among the representative areas on the basis of population by the method of equal pro-
portions.

Any county comprising a representative area entitled to two or more representatives shall be divided
into single member representative districts as follows:

(1) The population of such districts shall be as nearly equal as possible but shall not be less than 75
percent nor more than 125 percent of a number determined by dividing the population of the representative area
by the number of representatives to which it is entitled.

(2) Such single member districts shall follow city and township boundaries where applicable and
shall be composed of compact and contiguous territory as nearly square in shape as possible.

Any representative area consisting of more than one county, entitled to more than one representative,
shall be divided into single member districts as equal as possible in population, adhering to county lines.

Sec. 4. In counties having more than one representative or senatorial district, the territory in the same
county annexed to or merged with a city between apportionments shall become a part of a contiguous represen-
tative or senatorial district in the city with which it is combined, if provided by ordinance of the city. The district
or districts with which the territory shall be combined shall be determined by such ordinance certified to the sec-
retary of state. No such change in the boundaries of a representative or senatorial district shall have the effect of
removing a legislator from office during his term.

Sec. 5. Island areas are considered to be contiguous by land to the county of which they are a part.

Sec. 6. A commission on legislative apportionment is hereby established consisting of eight electors,
four of whom shall be selected by the state organizations of each of the two political parties whose candidates
for governor received the highest vote at the last general election at which a governor was elected preceding each
apportionment. If a candidate for governor of a third political party has received at such election more than 25
percent of such gubernatorial vote, the commission shall consist of 12 members, four of whom shall be selected
by the state organization of the third political party. One resident of each of the following four regions shall be
selected by each political party organization: (1) the upper peninsula; (2) the northern part of the lower penin-
sula, north of a line drawn along the northern boundaries of the counties of Bay, Midland, Isabella, Mecosta,
Newaygo and Oceana; (3) southwestern Michigan, those counties south of region (2) and west of a line drawn
along the western boundaries of the counties of Bay, Saginaw, Shiawassee, Ingham, Jackson and Hillsdale; (4)
southeastern Michigan, the remaining counties of the state.

No officers or employees of the federal, state or local governments, excepting notaries public and
members of the armed forces reserve, shall be eligible for membership on the commission. Members of the com-
mission shall not be eligible for election to the legislature until two years after the apportionment in which they
participated becomes effective.

The commission shall be appointed immediately after the adoption of this constitution and whenever
apportionment or districting of the legislature is required by the provisions of this constitution. Members of the
commission shall hold office until each apportionment or districting plan becomes effective. Vacancies shall be
filled in the same manner as for original appointment.

The secretary of state shall be secretary of the commission without vote, and in that capacity shall
furnish, under the direction of the commission, all necessary technical services. The commission shall elect its
own chairman, shall make its own rules of procedure, and shall receive compensation provided by law. The leg-
islature shall appropriate funds to enable the commission to carry out its activities.

Within 30 days after the adoption of this constitution, and after the official total population count of
each federal decennial census of the state and its political subdivisions is available, the secretary of state shall
issue a call convening the commission not less than 30 nor more than 45 days thereafter. The commission shall
complete its work within 180 days after all necessary census information is available. The commission shall pro-
ceed to district and apportion the senate and house of representatives according to the provisions of this consti-
tution. All final decisions shall require the concurrence of a majority of the members of the commission. The com-
mission shall hold public hearings as may be provided by law.

Each final apportionment and districting plan shall be published as provided by law within 30 days from
the date of its adoption and shall become law 60 days after publication. The secretary of state shall keep a public
record of all the proceedings of the commission and shall be responsible for the publication and distribution of each
plan.

If a majority of the commission cannot agree on a plan, each member of the commission, individual-
ly or jointly with other members, may submit a proposed plan to the supreme court. The supreme court shall
determine which plan complies most accurately with the constitutional requirements and shall direct that it be
adopted by the commission and published as provided in this section.

Upon the application of any elector filed not later than 60 days after final publication of the plan, the
supreme court, in the exercise of original jurisdiction, shall direct the secretary of state or the commission to per-
form their duties, may review any final plan adopted by the commission, and shall remand such plan to the com-
mission for further action if it fails to comply with the requirements of this constitution.

Sec. 7. Each senator and representative must be a citizen of the United States, at least 21 years of age,
and an elector of the district he represents. The removal of his domicile from the district shall be deemed a vaca-
tion of the office. No person who has been convicted of subversion or who has within the preceding 20 years been
convicted of a felony involving a breach of public trust shall be eligible for either house of the legislature.

Sec. 8. No person holding any office, employment or position under the United States or this state or
a political subdivision thereof, except notaries public and members of the armed forces reserve, may be a mem-
ber of either house of the legislature.

Sec. 9. No person elected to the legislature shall receive any civil appointment within this state from
the governor, except notaries public, from the legislature, or from any other state authority, during the term for
which he is elected.

Sec. 10. No member of the legislature nor any state officer shall be interested directly or indirectly in
any contract with the state or any political subdivision thereof which shall cause a substantial conflict of interest.
The legislature shall further implement this provision by appropriate legislation.

Sec. 11. Except as provided by law, senators and representatives shall be privileged from civil arrest
and civil process during sessions of the legislature and for five days next before the commencement and after the
termination thereof. They shall not be questioned in any other place for any speech in either house.

Sec. 12. The state officers compensation commission is created which subject to this section shall
determine the salaries and expense allowances of the members of the legislature, the governor, the lieutenant gov-
ernor, the attorney general, the secretary of state, and the justices of the supreme court. The commission shall
consist of 7 members appointed by the governor whose qualifications may be determined by law. Subject to the
legislature’s ability to amend the commission’s determinations as provided in this section, the commission shall
determine the salaries and expense allowances of the members of the legislature, the governor, the lieutenant gov-
ernor, the attorney general, the secretary of state, and the justices of the supreme court which determinations shall
be the salaries and expense allowances only if the legislature by concurrent resolution adopted by a majority of
the members elected to and serving in each house of the legislature approve them. The senate and house of rep-
resentatives shall alternate on which house of the legislature shall originate the concurrent resolution, with the
senate originating the first concurrent resolution.

The concurrent resolution may amend the salary and expense determinations of the state officers com-
pensation commission to reduce the salary and expense determinations by the same proportion for members of
the legislature, the governor, the lieutenant governor, the attorney general, the secretary of state, and the justices
of the supreme court. The legislature shall not amend the salary and expense determinations to reduce them to
below the salary and expense level that members of the legislature, the governor, the lieutenant governor, the
attorney general, the secretary of state, and the justices of the supreme court receive on the date the salary and
expense determinations are made. If the salary and expense determinations are approved or amended as provid-
ed in this section, the salary and expense determinations shall become effective for the legislative session imme-
diately following the next general election. The commission shall meet each 2 years for no more than 15 session
days. The legislature shall implement this section by law.

Sec. 13. The legislature shall meet at the seat of government on the second Wednesday in January of
each year at twelve o’clock noon. Each regular session shall adjourn without day, on a day determined by con-
current resolution, at twelve o’clock noon. Any business, bill or joint resolution pending at the final adjournment
of a regular session held in an odd numbered year shall carry over with the same status to the next regular ses-
sion.

Sec. 14. A majority of the members elected to and serving in each house shall constitute a quorum to
do business. A smaller number in each house may adjourn from day to day, and may compel the attendance of
absent members in the manner and with penalties as each house may prescribe.

Sec. 15. There shall be a bi-partisan legislative council consisting of legislators appointed in the man-
ner prescribed by law. The legislature shall appropriate funds for the council’s operations and provide for its staff
which shall maintain bill drafting, research and other services for the members of the legislature. The council
shall periodically examine and recommend to the legislature revision of the various laws of the state.

Sec. 16. Each house, except as otherwise provided in this constitution, shall choose its own officers
and determine the rules of its proceedings, but shall not adopt any rule that will prevent a majority of the mem-
bers elected thereto and serving therein from discharging a committee from the further consideration of any
measure. Each house shall be the sole judge of the qualifications, elections and returns of its members, and may,
with the concurrence of two-thirds of all the members elected thereto and serving therein, expel a member. The
reasons for such expulsion shall be entered in the journal, with the votes and names of the members voting upon
the question. No member shall be expelled a second time for the same cause.

Sec. 17. Each house of the legislature may establish the committees necessary for the efficient conduct
of its business and the legislature may create joint committees. On all actions on bills and resolutions in each com-
mittee, names and votes of members shall be recorded. Such vote shall be available for public inspection. Notice
of all committee hearings and a clear statement of all subjects to be considered at each hearing shall be published
in the journal in advance of the hearing.

Sec. 18. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and publish the same unless the public secu-
rity otherwise requires. The record of the vote and name of the members of either house voting on any question shall
be entered in the journal at the request of one-fifth of the members present. Any member of either house may dis-
sent from and protest against any act, proceeding or resolution which he deems injurious to any person or the pub-
lic, and have the reason for his dissent entered in the journal.

Sec. 19. All elections in either house or in joint convention and all votes on appointments submitted
to the senate for advice and consent shall be published by vote and name in the journal.

Sec. 20. The doors of each house shall be open unless the public security otherwise requires.



Sec. 21. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than two intervening calendar days, nor to any place other than where the legis-
lature may then be in session.

Sec. 22. All legislation shall be by bill and may originate in either house.
Sec. 23. The style of the laws shall be: The People of the State of Michigan enact.

Sec. 24. No law shall embrace more than one object, which shall be expressed in its title. No bill shall be altered or amended on its passage through either house
so as to change its original purpose as determined by its total content and not alone by its title.

Sec. 25. No law shall be revised, altered or amended by reference to its title only. The section or sections of the act altered or amended shall be re-enacted and
published at length.

Sec. 26. No bill shall be passed or become a law at any regular session of the legislature until it has been printed or reproduced and in the possession of each
house for at least five days. Every bill shall be read three times in each house before the final passage thereof. No bill shall become a law without the concurrence of a
majority of the members elected to and serving in each house. On the final passage of bills, the votes and names of the members voting thereon shall be entered in the
journal.

Sec. 27. No act shall take effect until the expiration of 90 days from the end of the session at which it was passed, but the legislature may give immediate effect
to acts by a two-thirds vote of the members elected to and serving in each house.

Sec. 28. When the legislature is convened on extraordinary occasions in special session no bill shall be passed on any subjects other than those expressly stated
in the governor’s proclamation or submitted by special message.

Sec. 29. The legislature shall pass no local or special act in any case where a general act can be made applicable, and whether a general act can be made appli-
cable shall be a judicial question. No local or special act shall take effect until approved by two-thirds of the members elected to and serving in each house and by a major-
ity of the electors voting thereon in the district affected. Any act repealing local or special acts shall require only a majority of the members elected to and serving in each
house and shall not require submission to the electors of such district.

Sec. 30. The assent of two-thirds of the members elected to and serving in each house of the legislature shall be required for the appropriation of public money
or property for local or private purposes.

Sec. 31. The general appropriation bills for the succeeding fiscal period covering items set forth in the budget shall be passed or rejected in either house of the
legislature before that house passes any appropriation bill for items not in the budget except bills supplementing appropriations for the current fiscal year’s operation. Any
bill requiring an appropriation to carry out its purpose shall be considered an appropriation bill. One of the general appropriation bills as passed by the legislature shall con-
tain an itemized statement of estimated revenue by major source in each operating fund for the ensuing fiscal period, the total of which shall not be less than the total of all
appropriations made from each fund in the general appropriation bills as passed.

Sec. 32. Every law which imposes, continues or revives a tax shall distinctly state the tax.

Sec. 33. Every bill passed by the legislature shall be presented to the governor before it becomes law, and the governor shall have 14 days measured in hours and
minutes from the time of presentation in which to consider it. If he approves, he shall within that time sign and file it with the secretary of state and it shall become law. If
he does not approve, and the legislature has within that time finally adjourned the session at which the bill was passed, it shall not become law. If he disapproves, and the
legislature continues the session at which the bill was passed, he shall return it within such 14-day period with his objections, to the house in which it originated. That house
shall enter such objections in full in its journal and reconsider the bill. If two-thirds of the members elected to and serving in that house pass the bill notwithstanding the
objections of the governor, it shall be sent with the objections to the other house for reconsideration. The bill shall become law if passed by two-thirds of the members elect-
ed to and serving in that house. The vote of each house shall be entered in the journal with the votes and names of the members voting thereon. If any bill is not returned
by the governor within such 14-day period, the legislature continuing in session, it shall become law as if he had signed it.

Sec. 34. Any bill passed by the legislature and approved by the governor, except a bill appropriating money, may provide that it will not become law unless
approved by a majority of the electors voting thereon.

Sec. 35. All laws enacted at any session of the legislature shall be published in book form within 60 days after final adjournment of the session, and shall be dis-
tributed in the manner provided by law. The prompt publication of judicial decisions shall be provided by law. All laws and judicial decisions shall be free for publication by
any person.

Sec. 36. No general revision of the laws shall be made. The legislature may provide for a compilation of the laws in force, arranged without alteration, under
appropriate heads and titles.

Sec. 37. The legislature may by concurrent resolution empower a joint committee of the legislature, acting between sessions, to suspend any rule or regulation
promulgated by an administrative agency subsequent to the adjournment of the last preceding regular legislative session. Such suspension shall continue no longer than the
end of the next regular legislative session.

Sec. 38. The legislature may provide by law the cases in which any office shall be vacant and the manner of filling vacancies where no provision is made in this
constitution.

Sec. 39. In order to insure continuity of state and local governmental operations in periods of emergency only, resulting from disasters occurring in this state
caused by enemy attack on the United States, the legislature may provide by law for prompt and temporary succession to the powers and duties of public offices, of whatev-
er nature and whether filled by election or appointment, the incumbents of which may become unavailable for carrying on the powers and duties of such offices; and enact
other laws necessary and proper for insuring the continuity of governmental operations. Notwithstanding the power conferred by this section, elections shall always be called
as soon as possible to fill any vacancies in elective offices temporarily occupied by operation of any legislation enacted pursuant to the provisions of this section.

Sec. 40. A person shall not sell or give any alcoholic beverage to any person who has not reached the age of 21 years. A person who has not reached the age of
21 years shall not possess any alcoholic beverage for the purpose of personal consumption. An alcoholic beverage is any beverage containing one-half of one percent or more
alcohol by volume.

Except as prohibited by this section, (t)he legislature may by law establish a liquor control commission which, subject to statutory limitations, shall exercise com-
plete control of the alcoholic beverage traffic within this state, including the retail sales thereof. The legislature may provide for an excise tax on such sales. Neither the leg-
islature nor the commission may authorize the manufacture or sale of alcoholic beverages in any county in which a majority of the electors voting thereon shall prohibit the
same.

Sec. 41. The legislature may authorize lotteries and permit the sale of lottery tickets in the manner provided by law. No law enacted after January 1, 2004, that
authorizes any form of gambling shall be effective, nor after January 1, 2004, shall any new state lottery games utilizing table games or player operated mechanical or elec-
tronic devices be established, without the approval of a majority of electors voting in a statewide general election and a majority of electors voting in the township or city
where gambling will take place. This section shall not apply to gambling in up to three casinos in the City of Detroit or to Indian tribal gaming.

Sec. 42. The legislature may provide for the incorporation of ports and port districts, and confer power and authority upon them to engage in work of internal
improvements in connection therewith.

Sec. 43. No general law providing for the incorporation of trust companies or corporations for banking purposes, or regulating the business thereof, shall be
enacted, amended or repealed except by a vote of two-thirds of the members elected to and serving in each house.

Sec. 44. The legislature may authorize a trial by a jury of less than 12 jurors in civil cases.

Sec. 45. The legislature may provide for indeterminate sentences as punishment for crime and for the detention and release of persons imprisoned or detained
under such sentences.

Sec. 46. No law shall be enacted providing for the penalty of death.

Sec. 47. The legislature may authorize the employment of chaplains in state institutions of detention or confinement.

Sec. 48. The legislature may enact laws providing for the resolution of disputes concerning public employees, except those in the state classified civil service.
Sec. 49. The legislature may enact laws relative to the hours and conditions of employment.

Sec. 50. The legislature may provide safety measures and regulate the use of atomic energy and forms of energy developed in the future, having in view the gen-
eral welfare of the people of this state.

Sec. 51. The public health and general welfare of the people of the state are hereby declared to be matters of primary public concern. The legislature shall pass
suitable laws for the protection and promotion of the public health.

Sec. 52. The conservation and development of the natural resources of the state are hereby declared to be of paramount public concern in the interest of the
health, safety and general welfare of the people. The legislature shall provide for the protection of the air, water and other natural resources of the state from pollution, impair-
ment and destruction.

Sec. 53. The legislature by a majority vote of the members elected to and serving in each house, shall appoint an auditor general, who shall be a certified pub-
lic accountant licensed to practice in this state, to serve for a term of eight years. He shall be ineligible for appointment or election to any other public office in this state
from which compensation is derived while serving as auditor general and for two years following the termination of his service. He may be removed for cause at any time
by a two-thirds vote of the members elected to and serving in each house. The auditor general shall conduct post audits of financial transactions and accounts of the state
and of all branches, departments, offices, boards, commissions, agencies, authorities and institutions of the state established by this constitution or by law, and performance
post audits thereof.

The auditor general upon direction by the legislature may employ independent accounting firms or legal counsel and may make investigations pertinent to the
conduct of audits. He shall report annually to the legislature and to the governor and at such other times as he deems necessary or as required by the legislature. He shall
be assigned no duties other than those specified in this section.

Nothing in this section shall be construed in any way to infringe the responsibility and constitutional authority of the governing boards of the institutions of high-
er education to be solely responsible for the control and direction of all expenditures from the institutions’ funds.

The auditor general, his deputy and one other member of his staff shall be exempt from classified civil service. All other members of his staff shall have classi-
fied civil service status.



Sec. 54. No person shall be elected to the office of state representative more than three times. No per-
son shall be elected to the office of state senate more than two times. Any person appointed or elected to fill a
vacancy in the house of representatives or the state senate for a period greater than one half of a term of such
office, shall be considered to have been elected to serve one time in that office for purposes of this section. This
limitation on the number of times a person shall be elected to office shall apply to terms of office beginning on
or after January 1, 1993.

This section shall be self-executing. Legislation may be enacted to facilitate operation of this section,
but no law shall limit or restrict the application of this section. If any part of this section is held to be invalid or
unconstitutional, the remaining parts of this section shall not be affected but will remain in full force and effect.

ARTICLE V

Sec. 1. The executive power is vested in the governor.

Sec. 2. All executive and administrative offices, agencies and instrumentalities of the executive
branch of state government and their respective functions, powers and duties, except for the office of governor
and lieutenant governor and the governing bodies of institutions of higher education provided for in this consti-
tution, shall be allocated by law among and within not more than 20 principal departments. They shall be grouped
as far as practicable according to major purposes.

Subsequent to the initial allocation, the governor may make changes in the organization of the execu-
tive branch or in the assignment of functions among its units which he considers necessary for efficient adminis-
tration. Where these changes require the force of law, they shall be set forth in executive orders and submitted to
the legislature. Thereafter the legislature shall have 60 calendar days of a regular session, or a full regular session
if of shorter duration, to disapprove each executive order. Unless disapproved in both houses by a resolution con-
curred in by a majority of the members elected to and serving in each house, each order shall become effective at
a date thereafter to be designated by the governor.

Sec. 3. The head of each principal department shall be a single executive unless otherwise provided
in this constitution or by law. The single executives heading principal departments shall include a secretary of
state, a state treasurer and an attorney general. When a single executive is the head of a principal department,
unless elected or appointed as otherwise provided in this constitution, he shall be appointed by the governor by
and with the advice and consent of the senate and he shall serve at the pleasure of the governor.

When a board or commission is at the head of a principal department, unless elected or appointed as
otherwise provided in this constitution, the members thereof shall be appointed by the governor by and with the
advice and consent of the senate. The term of office and procedure for removal of such members shall be as pre-
scribed in this constitution or by law.

Terms of office of any board or commission created or enlarged after the effective date of this consti-
tution shall not exceed four years except as otherwise authorized in this constitution. The terms of office of exist-
ing boards and commissions which are longer than four years shall not be further extended except as provided in
this constitution.

Sec. 4. Temporary commissions or agencies for special purposes with a life of no more than two years
may be established by law and need not be allocated within a principal department.

Sec. 5. A majority of the members of an appointed examining or licensing board of a profession shall
be members of that profession.

Sec. 6. Appointment by and with the advice and consent of the senate when used in this constitution
or laws in effect or hereafter enacted means appointment subject to disapproval by a majority vote of the mem-
bers elected to and serving in the senate if such action is taken within 60 session days after the date of such
appointment. Any appointment not disapproved within such period shall stand confirmed.

Sec. 7. Vacancies in any office, appointment to which requires advice and consent of the senate, shall
be filled by the governor by and with the advice and consent of the senate. A person whose appointment has been
disapproved by the senate shall not be eligible for an interim appointment to the same office.

Sec. 8. Each principal department shall be under the supervision of the governor unless otherwise pro-
vided by this constitution. The governor shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed. He shall transact all
necessary business with the officers of government and may require information in writing from all executive and
administrative state officers, elective and appointive, upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective
offices.

The governor may initiate court proceedings in the name of the state to enforce compliance with any
constitutional or legislative mandate, or to restrain violations of any constitutional or legislative power, duty or
right by any officer, department or agency of the state or any of its political subdivisions. This authority shall not
be construed to authorize court proceedings against the legislature.

Sec. 9. Single executives heading principal departments and the chief executive officers of principal
departments headed by boards or commissions shall keep their offices at the seat of government except as other-
wise provided by law, superintend them in person and perform duties prescribed by law.

Sec. 10. The governor shall have power and it shall be his duty to inquire into the condition and
administration of any public office and the acts of any public officer, elective or appointive. He may remove or
suspend from office for gross neglect of duty or for corrupt conduct in office, or for any other misfeasance or
malfeasance therein, any elective or appointive state officer, except legislative or judicial, and shall report the rea-
sons for such removal or suspension to the legislature.

Sec. 11. The governor may make a provisional appointment to fill a vacancy occasioned by the sus-
pension of an appointed or elected officer, other than a legislative or judicial officer, until he is reinstated or until
the vacancy is filled in the manner prescribed by law or this constitution.

Sec. 12. The governor shall be commander-in-chief of the armed forces and may call them out to exe-
cute the laws, suppress insurrection and repel invasion.

Sec. 13. The governor shall issue writs of election to fill vacancies in the senate or house of repre-
sentatives. Any such election shall be held in a manner prescribed by law.

Sec. 14. The governor shall have power to grant reprieves, commutations and pardons after convic-
tions for all offenses, except cases of impeachment, upon such conditions and limitations as he may direct, sub-
ject to procedures and regulations prescribed by law. He shall inform the legislature annually of each reprieve,
commutation and pardon granted, stating reasons therefor.

Sec. 15. The governor may convene the legislature on extraordinary occasions.

Sec. 16. The governor may convene the legislature at some other place when the seat of government
becomes dangerous from any cause.

Sec. 17. The governor shall communicate by message to the legislature at the beginning of each ses-
sion and may at other times present to the legislature information as to the affairs of the state and recommend
measures he considers necessary or desirable.

Sec. 18. The governor shall submit to the legislature at a time fixed by law, a budget for the ensuing
fiscal period setting forth in detail, for all operating funds, the proposed expenditures and estimated revenue of
the state. Proposed expenditures from any fund shall not exceed the estimated revenue thereof. On the same date,
the governor shall submit to the legislature general appropriation bills to embody the proposed expenditures and
any necessary bill or bills to provide new or additional revenues to meet proposed expenditures. The amount of
any surplus created or deficit incurred in any fund during the last preceding fiscal period shall be entered as an
item in the budget and in one of the appropriation bills. The governor may submit amendments to appropriation
bills to be offered in either house during consideration of the bill by that house, and shall submit bills to meet
deficiencies in current appropriations.

Sec. 19. The governor may disapprove any distinct item or items appropriating moneys in any appro-
priation bill. The part or parts approved shall become law, and the item or items disapproved shall be void unless
re-passed according to the method prescribed for the passage of other bills over the executive veto.

Sec. 20. No appropriation shall be a mandate to spend. The governor, with the approval of the appro-
priating committees of the house and senate, shall reduce expenditures authorized by appropriations whenever it
appears that actual revenues for a fiscal period will fall below the revenue estimates on which appropriations for
that period were based. Reductions in expenditures shall be made in accordance with procedures prescribed by
law. The governor may not reduce expenditures of the legislative and judicial branches or from funds constitu-
tionally dedicated for specific purposes.

Sec. 21. The governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state and attorney general shall be elected for
four-year terms at the general election in each alternate even-numbered year.

The lieutenant governor, secretary of state and attorney general shall be nominated by party conven-
tions in a manner prescribed by law. In the general election one vote shall be cast jointly for the candidates for
governor and lieutenant governor nominated by the same party.

Vacancies in the office of the secretary of state and attorney general shall be filled by appointment by
the governor.

Sec. 22. To be eligible for the office of governor or lieutenant governor a person must have attained
the age of 30 years, and have been a registered elector in this state for four years next preceding his election.

Sec. 23. The governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state and attorney general shall each receive
the compensation provided by law in full payment for all services performed and expenses incurred during his
term of office. Such compensation shall not be changed during the term of office except as otherwise provided in
this constitution.

Sec. 24. An executive residence suitably furnished shall be provided at the seat of government for the
use of the governor. He shall receive an allowance for its maintenance as provided by law.

Sec. 25. The lieutenant governor shall be president of the senate, but shall have no vote, unless they be
equally divided. He may perform duties requested of him by the governor, but no power vested in the governor shall
be delegated.

Sec. 26. In case of the conviction of the governor on impeachment, his removal from office, his res-
ignation or his death, the lieutenant governor, the elected secretary of state, the elected attorney general and such
other persons designated by law shall in that order be governor for the remainder of the governor’s term.

In case of the death of the governor-elect, the lieutenant governor-elect, the secretary of state-elect,
the attorney general-elect and such other persons designated by law shall become governor in that order at the
commencement of the governor-elect’s term.

If the governor or the person in line of succession to serve as governor is absent from the state, or suf-
fering under an inability, the powers and duties of the office of the governor shall devolve in order of precedence
until the absence or inability giving rise to the devolution of powers ceases.

The inability of the governor or person acting as governor shall be determined by a majority of the
supreme court on joint request of the president pro tempore of the senate and the speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives. Such determination shall be final and conclusive. The supreme court shall upon its own initiative deter-
mine if and when the inability ceases.

Sec. 27. The legislature shall provide that the salary of any state officer while acting as governor shall
be equal to that of the governor.

Sec. 28. There is hereby established a state transportation commission, which shall establish policy
for the state transportation department transportation programs and facilities, and such other public works of the
state, as provided by law.

The state transportation commission shall consist of six members, not more than three of whom shall
be members of the same political party. They shall be appointed by the governor by and with the advice and con-
sent of the senate for three-year terms, no three of which shall expire in the same year, as provided by law.

The director of the state transportation department shall be appointed as provided by law and shall
be the principal executive officer of the state transportation department and shall be responsible for executing the
policy of the state transportation commission.

Sec. 29. There is hereby established a civil rights commission which shall consist of eight persons,
not more than four of whom shall be members of the same political party, who shall be appointed by the gov-
ernor, by and with the advice and consent of the senate, for four-year terms not more than two of which shall
expire in the same year. It shall be the duty of the commission in a manner which may be prescribed by law to
investigate alleged discrimination against any person because of religion, race, color or national origin in the
enjoyment of the civil rights guaranteed by law and by this constitution, and to secure the equal protection of
such civil rights without such discrimination. The legislature shall provide an annual appropriation for the effec-
tive operation of the commission.

Sec. 30. No person shall be elected more than two times to each office of the executive branch of gov-
ernment: governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state or attorney general. Any person appointed or elected to
fill a vacancy in the office of governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state or attorney general for a period
greater than one half of a term of such office, shall be considered to have been elected to serve one time in that
office for purposes of this section. This limitation on the number of times a person shall be elected to office shall
apply to terms of office beginning on or after January 1, 1993.

This section shall be self-executing. Legislation may be enacted to facilitate operation of this sec-
tion, but no law shall limit or restrict the application of this section. If any part of this section is held to be
invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining parts of this section shall not be affected but will remain in full force
and effect.

ARTICLE VI

Sec.1. The judicial power of the state is vested exclusively in one court of justice which shall be divid-
ed into one supreme court, one court of appeals, one trial court of general jurisdiction known as the circuit court,
one probate court, and courts of limited jurisdiction that the legislature may establish by a two-thirds vote of the
members elected to and serving in each house.

Sec. 2. The supreme court shall consist of seven justices elected at non-partisan elections as provid-
ed by law. The term of office shall be eight years and not more than two terms of office shall expire at the same
time. Nominations for justices of the supreme court shall be in the manner prescribed by law. Any incumbent jus-
tice whose term is to expire may become a candidate for re-election by filing an affidavit of candidacy, in the form
and manner prescribed by law, not less than 180 days prior to the expiration of his term.

Sec. 3. One justice of the supreme court shall be selected by the court as its chief justice as provided
by rules of the court. He shall perform duties required by the court. The supreme court shall appoint an admin-
istrator of the courts and other assistants of the supreme court as may be necessary to aid in the administration
of the courts of this state. The administrator shall perform administrative duties assigned by the court.

Sec. 4. The supreme court shall have general superintending control over all courts; power to issue,
hear and determine prerogative and remedial writs; and appellate jurisdiction as provided by rules of the supreme
court. The supreme court shall not have the power to remove a judge.

Sec. 5. The supreme court shall by general rules establish, modify, amend and simplify the practice
and procedure in all courts of this state. The distinctions between law and equity proceedings shall, as far as prac-
ticable, be abolished. The office of master in chancery is prohibited.

Sec. 6. Decisions of the supreme court, including all decisions on prerogative writs, shall be in writ-
ing and shall contain a concise statement of the facts and reasons for each decision and reasons for each denial
of leave to appeal. When a judge dissents in whole or in part he shall give in writing the reasons for his dissent.

Sec. 7. The supreme court may appoint, may remove, and shall have general supervision of its staff.
It shall have control of the preparation of its budget recommendations and the expenditure of moneys appropri-
ated for any purpose pertaining to the operation of the court or the performance of activities of its staff except
that the salaries of the justices shall be established by law. All fees and perquisites collected by the court staff
shall be turned over to the state treasury and credited to the general fund.

Sec. 8. The court of appeals shall consist initially of nine judges who shall be nominated and elect-
ed at non-partisan elections from districts drawn on county lines and as nearly as possible of equal population, as
provided by law. The supreme court may prescribe by rule that the court of appeals sit in divisions and for the
terms of court and the times and places thereof. Each such division shall consist of not fewer than three judges.
The number of judges comprising the court of appeals may be increased, and the districts from which they are
elected may be changed by law.

Sec. 9. Judges of the court of appeals shall hold office for a term of six years and until their succes-
sors are elected and qualified. The terms of office for the judges in each district shall be arranged by law to pro-
vide that not all terms will expire at the same time.

Sec. 10. The jurisdiction of the court of appeals shall be provided by law and the practice and proce-
dure therein shall be prescribed by rules of the supreme court.



Sec. 11. The state shall be divided into judicial circuits along county lines in each of which there shall
be elected one or more circuit judges as provided by law. Sessions of the circuit court shall be held at least four
times in each year in every county organized for judicial purposes. Each circuit judge shall hold court in the coun-
ty or counties within the circuit in which he is elected, and in other circuits as may be provided by rules of the
supreme court. The number of judges may be changed and circuits may be created, altered and discontinued by
law and the number of judges shall be changed and circuits shall be created, altered and discontinued on rec-
ommendation of the supreme court to reflect changes in judicial activity. No change in the number of judges or
alteration or discontinuance of a circuit shall have the effect of removing a judge from office during his term.

Sec.12. Circuit judges shall be nominated and elected at non-partisan elections in the circuit in which
they reside, and shall hold office for a term of six years and until their successors are elected and qualified. In cir-
cuits having more than one circuit judge their terms of office shall be arranged by law to provide that not all terms
will expire at the same time.

Sec. 13. The circuit court shall have original jurisdiction in all matters not prohibited by law; appel-
late jurisdiction from all inferior courts and tribunals except as otherwise provided by law; power to issue, hear
and determine prerogative and remedial writs; supervisory and general control over inferior courts and tribunals
within their respective jurisdictions in accordance with rules of the supreme court; and jurisdiction of other cases
and matters as provided by rules of the supreme court.

Sec. 14. The clerk of each county organized for judicial purposes or other officer performing the
duties of such office as provided in a county charter shall be clerk of the circuit court for such county. The judges
of the circuit court may fill a vacancy in an elective office of county clerk or prosecuting attorney within their
respective jurisdictions.

Sec. 15. In each county organized for judicial purposes there shall be a probate court. The legislature
may create or alter probate court districts of more than one county if approved in each affected county by a major-
ity of the electors voting on the question. The legislature may provide for the combination of the office of probate
judge with any judicial office of limited jurisdiction within a county with supplemental salary as provided by law.
The jurisdiction, powers and duties of the probate court and of the judges thereof shall be provided by law. They
shall have original jurisdiction in all cases of juvenile delinquents and dependents, except as otherwise provided
by law.

Sec. 16. One or more judges of probate as provided by law shall be nominated and elected at non-par-
tisan elections in the counties or the probate districts in which they reside and shall hold office for terms of six
years and until their successors are elected and qualified. In counties or districts with more than one judge the
terms of office shall be arranged by law to provide that not all terms will expire at the same time.

Sec. 17. No judge or justice of any court of this state shall be paid from the fees of his office nor shall
the amount of his salary be measured by fees, other moneys received or the amount of judicial activity of his office.

Sec. 18. Salaries of justices of the supreme court, of the judges of the court of appeals, of the circuit
judges within a circuit, and of the probate judges within a county or district, shall be uniform, and may be
increased but shall not be decreased during a term of office except and only to the extent of a general salary
reduction in all other branches of government.

Each of the judges of the circuit court shall receive an annual salary as provided by law. In addition
to the salary received from the state, each circuit judge may receive from any county in which he regularly holds
court an additional salary as determined from time to time by the board of supervisors of the county. In any coun-
ty where an additional salary is granted, it shall be paid at the same rate to all circuit judges regularly holding
court therein.

Sec. 19. (1) The supreme court, the court of appeals, the circuit court, the probate court and other
courts designated as such by the legislature shall be courts of record and each shall have a common seal. Justices
and judges of courts of record must be persons who are licensed to practice law in this state.

(2) To be qualified to serve as a judge of a trial court, a judge of the court of appeals, or a justice of
the supreme court, a person shall have been admitted to the practice of law for at least 5 years. This subsection
shall not apply to any judge or justice appointed or elected to judicial office prior to the date on which this sub-
section becomes part of the constitution.

(3) No person shall be elected or appointed to a judicial office after reaching the age of 70 years.

Sec.20. Whenever a justice or judge removes his domicile beyond the limits of the territory from which
he was elected or appointed, he shall have vacated his office.

Sec. 21. Any justice or judge of a court of record shall be ineligible to be nominated for or elected to
an elective office other than a judicial office during the period of his service and for one year thereafter.

Sec. 22. Any judge of the court of appeals, circuit court or probate court may become a candidate in
the primary election for the office of which he is the incumbent by filing an affidavit of candidacy in the form and
manner prescribed by law.

Sec. 23. A vacancy shall occur in the office of judge of any court of record or in the district court by
death, removal, resignation or vacating of the office, and such vacancy shall be filled by appointment by the gov-
ernor. The person appointed by the governor shall hold office until 12 noon of the first day of January next suc-
ceeding the first general election held after the vacancy occurs, at which election a successor shall be elected for
the remainder of the unexpired term. Whenever a new office of judge in a court of record, or the district court, is
created by law, it shall be filled by election as provided by law. The supreme court may authorize persons who
have been elected and served as judges to perform judicial duties for limited periods or specific assignments.

Sec. 24. There shall be printed upon the ballot under the name of each incumbent justice or judge
who is a candidate for nomination or election to the same office the designation of that office.

Sec. 25. For reasonable cause, which is not sufficient ground for impeachment, the governor shall
remove any judge on a concurrent resolution of two-thirds of the members elected to and serving in each house
of the legislature. The cause for removal shall be stated at length in the resolution.

Sec. 26. The offices of circuit court commissioner and justice of the peace are abolished at the expi-
ration of five years from the date this constitution becomes effective or may within this period be abolished by
law. Their jurisdiction, compensation and powers within this period shall be as provided by law. Within this five-
year period, the legislature shall establish a court or courts of limited jurisdiction with powers and jurisdiction
defined by law. The location of such court or courts, and the qualifications, tenure, method of election and salary
of the judges of such court or courts, and by what governmental units the judges shall be paid, shall be provided
by law, subject to the limitations contained in this article.

Statutory courts in existence at the time this constitution becomes effective shall retain their powers
and jurisdiction, except as provided by law, until they are abolished by law.

Sec. 27. The supreme court, the court of appeals, the circuit court, or any justices or judges thereof,
shall not exercise any power of appointment to public office except as provided in this constitution.

Sec. 28. All final decisions, findings, rulings and orders of any administrative officer or agency exist-
ing under the constitution or by law, which are judicial or quasi-judicial and affect private rights or licenses, shall
be subject to direct review by the courts as provided by law. This review shall include, as a minimum, the deter-
mination whether such final decisions, findings, rulings and orders are authorized by law; and, in cases in which
a hearing is required, whether the same are supported by competent, material and substantial evidence on the
whole record. Findings of fact in workmen’s compensation proceedings shall be conclusive in the absence of fraud
unless otherwise provided by law.

In the absence of fraud, error of law or the adoption of wrong principles, no appeal may be taken to
any court from any final agency provided for the administration of property tax laws from any decision relating
to valuation or allocation.

Sec. 29. Justices of the supreme court, judges of the court of appeals, circuit judges and other judges
as provided by law shall be conservators of the peace within their respective jurisdictions.

Sec.30. (1) A judicial tenure commission is established consisting of nine persons selected for three-
year terms as follows: Four members shall be judges elected by the judges of the courts in which they serve; one
shall be a court of appeals judge, one a circuit judge, one a probate judge and one a judge of a court of limited
jurisdiction. Three shall be members of the state bar who shall be elected by the members of the state bar of
whom one shall be a judge and two shall not be judges. Two shall be appointed by the governor; the members
appointed by the governor shall not be judges, retired judges or members of the state bar. Terms shall be stag-
gered as provided by rule of the supreme court. Vacancies shall be filled by the appointing power.

(2) On recommendation of the judicial tenure commission, the supreme court may censure, suspend
with or without salary, retire or remove a judge for conviction of a felony, physical or mental disability which pre-
vents the performance of judicial duties, misconduct in office, persistent failure to perform his duties, habitual
intemperance or conduct that is clearly prejudicial to the administration of justice. The supreme court shall make
rules implementing this section and providing for confidentiality and privilege of proceedings.

SCHEDULE AND TEMPORARY PROVISIONS

To insure the orderly transition from the constitution of 1908 to this constitution the following sched-
ule and temporary provisions are set forth to be effective for such period as are thereby required.

Sec. 1. The attorney general shall recommend to the legislature as soon as practicable such changes as
may be necessary to adapt existing laws to this constitution.

Sec. 2. All writs, actions, suits, proceedings, civil or criminal liabilities, prosecutions, judgments, sen-
tences, orders, decrees, appeals, causes of action, contracts, claims, demands, titles and rights existing on the effec-
tive date of this constitution shall continue unaffected except as modified in accordance with the provisions of this
constitution.

Sec. 3. Except as otherwise provided in this constitution, all officers filling any office by election or
appointment shall continue to exercise their powers and duties until their offices shall have been abolished or their
successors selected and qualified in accordance with this constitution or the laws enacted pursuant thereto.

No provision of this constitution, or of law or of executive order authorized by this constitution shall
shorten the term of any person elected to state office at a statewide election on or prior to the date on which this
constitution is submitted to a vote. In the event the duties of any such officers shall not have been abolished or
incorporated into one or more of the principal departments at the expiration of his term, such officer shall con-
tinue to serve until his duties are so incorporated or abolished.

Sec. 4. All officers elected at the same election that this constitution is submitted to the people for
adoption shall take office and complete the term to which they were elected under the 1908 constitution and exist-
ing laws and continue to serve until their successors are elected and qualified pursuant to this constitution or law.

Sec. 5. Notwithstanding any other provision in this constitution, the governor, the lieutenant governor,
the secretary of state, the attorney general and state senators shall be elected at the general election in 1964 to
serve for two-year terms beginning on the first day of January next succeeding their election. The first election of
such officers for four-year terms under this constitution shall be held at the general election in 1966.

Sec. 6. Notwithstanding the provisions of this constitution that the supreme court shall consist of
seven justices it shall consist of eight justices until the time that a vacancy occurs as a result of death, retirement
or resignation of a justice. The first such vacancy shall not be filled.

Sec. 7. Any judge of probate serving on the effective date of this constitution may serve the remain-
der of the term and be eligible to succeed himself for election regardless of other provisions in this constitution
requiring him to be licensed to practice law in this state.

Sec. 8. The provisions of Article VI providing that terms of judicial offices shall not all expire at the
same time, shall be implemented by law providing that at the next election for such offices judges shall be elect-
ed for terms of varying length, none of which shall be shorter than the regular term provided for the office.

Sec. 9. The members of the state board of education provided for in Section 3 of Article VIII of this
constitution shall first be elected at the first general election after the effective date of this constitution for the fol-
lowing terms: two shall be elected for two years, two for four years, two for six years, and two for eight years as
prescribed by law.

The state board of education provided for in the constitution of 1908 is abolished at twelve o’clock
noon January 1 of the year following the first general election under this constitution and the terms of members
thereof shall then expire.

Sec. 10. The provisions of this constitution providing for members of boards of control of institutions
of higher education and the state board of public community and junior colleges shall be implemented by law.
The law may provide that the term of each member in office on the date of the vote on this constitution may be
extended, and may further provide that the initial terms of office of members may be less than eight years.

Sec. 11. The provisions of this constitution increasing the number of members of the Board of Trustees
of Michigan State University and the Board of Governors of Wayne State University to eight, and of their term of
office to eight years, shall be implemented by law. The law may provide that the term of each member in office on
the date of the vote on this constitution may be extended one year, and may further provide that the initial terms
of office of the additional members may be less than eight years.

Sec. 12. The initial allocation of departments by law pursuant to Section 2 of Article V of this con-
stitution, shall be completed within two years after the effective date of this constitution. If such allocation shall
not have been completed within such period, the governor, within one year thereafter, by executive order, shall
make the initial allocation.

Sec. 13. Contractual obligations of the state incurred pursuant to the constitution of 1908 shall con-
tinue to be obligations of the state.

For the retirement of notes and bonds issued under Section 26 of Article X of the 1908 constitution,
there is hereby appropriated from the general fund each year during their life a sum equal to the amount of prin-
cipal and interest payments due and payable in each year.

Sec. 14. The legislature by a vote of two-thirds of the members elected to and serving in each house
may provide that the state may borrow money and may pledge its full faith and credit for refunding any bonds
issued by the Mackinac Bridge Authority and at the time of refunding the Mackinac Bridge Authority shall be
abolished and the operation of the bridge shall be assumed by the state highway department. The legislature may
implement this section by law.

Sec. 15. This constitution shall be submitted to the people for their adoption or rejection at the gener-
al election to be held on the first Monday in April, 1963. It shall be the duty of the secretary of state forthwith to
give notice of such submission to all other officers required to give or publish any notice in regard to a general elec-
tion. He shall give notice that this constitution will be duly submitted to the electors at such election. The notice
shall be given in the manner required for the election of governor.

Sec. 16. Every registered elector may vote on the adoption of the constitution. The board of election
commissioners in each county shall cause to be printed on a ballot separate from the ballot containing the names
of the nominees for office, the words: Shall the revised constitution be adopted? () Yes. ( ) No. All votes cast at
the election shall be taken, counted, canvassed and returned as provided by law for the election of state officers.
If the revised constitution so submitted receives more votes in its favor than were cast against it, it shall be the
supreme law of the state on and after the first day of January of the year following its adoption.



